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SOUND:  CASH  REGISTER. RINGS  TWICE. . .MONEY  IN  TILL 
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JOHN: 

SOUND: 


4.  ANNCR: 


5.  MUSIC: 


6.  SOUND: 


7.  VENDOR: 


| k SOUND: 


9,  MUSIC: 


10.  ERSYMAN: 

11.  JOHN: 

12.  FREYMAN : 

13.  JOHN: 


It' s CONSUMER  TIME  J 

CASH  REGI STER. . . . CLOSE  DRAWER 


During  the  next  fifteen  minutes,  the  National  Broadcasting 
Company  and  its  affiliated  independent  stations  make  their 
facilities  available  as  a public  service  for  the  presentation 
of  CONSUMER  TIME  "by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
PEANUT  VENDOR  THEME... FADE  BEHIND. 


OVER  MUSIC... PEANUT  WHISTLE. 


Peanuts  * Hot  roasted  peanuts!  Who  wants  to  buy  peanuts. 
(FADING)  Five  cents  a bag. ..fresh  salted  peanuts* 

FADES  OUT... 


FADE  OUT  UNDER: 


My,  that's  an  appetizing  sound,  Johnny! 

And  oh  boy.  ..the  whiff  of  hot  roasting  peanuts  on  a brisk 
autumn  day. ..you  can't  beat  it. 

There's  something  so  all-American  about  "peanuts,  5 cents 
a bag  •" 

All-American?  I believe  you  have  something'  there,  Mrs. 

Freyman.  But  even  so  it  may  surprise  you  to  know. ..that 

peanuts  have  been  grown  on  American  soil  since  about,  well 
nearly  a thousand  years  B.C, 
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l4.  EREYMAN: 

On  American  soil,  Johnny? 

15,  JOHN: 

Sure  J And  that’s  what  we’re  going  to  hear  about  today  on 
our  peanut  edition  of  CONSUMER  TIME. 

16,  EREYMAN: 

The  history  of  peanuts? 

17.  JOHN: 

It’s  quite  a romantic  story,  Mrs.  Ereyman.  Rut  in  addition 
to  that . . . we ’ re  going  to  hear  some  new,  wonderful  products  that 
are  made  from  peanuts. .. and  also... some  suprising  things 
I’ll  bet  you  didn’t  know  about  peanuts  as  a food. 

lg.  EREYMAN: 

All  right , Johnny. . • tell  away  J 

19.  MUSIC: 

MINOR  VERSION  OE  OPENING  THEME. 

20.  NARRATOR:'- 

In  the  first  place... to  begin  at  the  beginning. .. I believe 
we  should  establish  the  fact  that  the  peanut  is  not  a nut 
but  a pea. 

21.  JOHN: 

Some  people  call  it  a goober. 

22.  NARRATOR: 

Or  a pinder. ..or  a ground-pea,  or  an  earth  nut...  Rut  a 
peanut  is  a vegetable  that  grows  on  a vine,  and  the  peanuts 
themselves  ripen  under  the  ground.  In  this  country  they  aro 
grown  in  the  Southern  States. . .and. . .you  wouldn’t  think  of 
going  to  a circus  without  a bag  of  them.  So  much  for  what  they 
are... 

23.  EREYMAN: 

And  you  say  they  began  in  America... 

24.  NARRATOR: 

South  America. . .Peru,  Rrazil,  Paraguay...  Scientists  and 
historians  have  spent  many,  many  years  tracing  the  origin  of 
the  peanut,  ^hey  have  tried  to  find  out  how  far  back  in 
civilization  man  has  enjoyed  peanuts,  and  just  exactly  where 
they  first  began...  Archaeologists  excavating  an  ancient 

25.  SCIENTIST: 

cemetery  in  Peru  have  come  across  some  amazing  discoveries... 
(EADE) 

(EXCITED)  Hey  l Just  a minute.  Look  at  this,  will  youi 

26.  SCIENTIST  TV/O:  What  have  you  got  now? 


27.  SCIENTIST: 

28.  SCIENTIST 

29.  SCIENTIST; 

30.  SCIENTIST 

31.  SCIENTIST; 
PAUSE: 

32.  NARRATOR: 


33.  ERBYMAN: 

34.  JOHN: 

35.  NARRATOR: 

36.  JOHN: 

37.  NARRATOR: 
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Itls  only  part  of  what  must  have  "been  a water  jug  or  a vase*.. 
TWO:  Well,  I know. ..hut  we've  found  a lot  of  those... what’ s so 

different  about  that  one? 

Sure.*. hut  look. ..look  at  this  design.  Do  you  know  what 
that  decoration  is?  We've  never  come  across  one  of  those J 
TWO;  Wait  a minute. . .that  looks  to  me  like. ..it  isJ  Peanuts! 
That's  a peanut  design  on  that  vase... sure  as  anything. 
Peanuts'  That  design  proves  these  ancient  tribes. . .were 
eating  goobers  as  far  back  as95.Q®»C.  Can  you  believe  it? 

And  again... as  further  proof  that  prehistoric  housewives 
of  the  Inca  tribes  enjoyed  a handful  of  peanuts  now  and  then 
...archaeologists  discovered  peanuts  in  mummy  graves.  Mummies 
were  buried  with  their  work  baskets,  their  sewing  tools. . .per- 
haps a loom... and  alongside  of  them  was  often  a gourd  or  a 
basket  containing  a handful  of *. .peanuts. 

And  then  I suppose  it  was  just  natural,  through  the  centuries, 
for  peanuts  to  migrate  north  to  North  America. 

Well,  oddly  enough. . .that ' s not  the  way  they  got  here. 

They  left  South  America  on  the  earliest  slave  ships  that 
pliled  between  that  continent  and  the  coast  of  Africa.  Peanuts 
took  to  the  African  climate,  and  grew  in  great  quantities. 

Then  it  wasn't  until  colonial  times. . .when  slave  ships  began 
coming  from  Africa  to  the  North  American  colonies  that  peanuts 
were  grown  in  this  country. 

The  si  avc  traders  found  out  early. ..that  on  the  long  journey 

across  the  Atlantic  peanuts  made  the  best  food  for  their 

human  cargo.  They  were  cheap  and  plentiful.  And  the  slaves 

who  ate  the  most  peanut s. . .were  the  healthiest. . .by  the  time 
they  reached  their  destination. 
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FRSYMAM:  * 
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38.  FRSYMAM: ' 

And  so  that’s  how  peanuts  got  to  this  country.  On  slave  "boats. 

39.  JOHH: 

Yes... "but  you  know  at  first. ..they  wore  just  grown  here  as  a 
curio sity. . .a  garden  plant,  nothing  more. 

40.  Ha.HHA.T0R: 

But  "believe  it  or  not...  what  started  Americans  eating  peanuts 
in  a really  "big  way  was  nothing  less  than  the  war  "between  the 
States. 

41.  MUSIC: 

BRIEF  BRIDGE  AMD  FADE  OUT  UMDER. . . 

42.  SOUHD: 

GUMS  IH  BACKGROUMD. . .FAIMT 

43.  SOLDIER: 

(HUSHED)  Hold  up  there  a minute,  Zeke. ..I  got  my  foot  caught 
in  something... 

44.  SOLDIER.  TV/O:  You're  always  tripping  up  somewhere  when  we’re  in  a hurry  to 


take  cover. • • 

45.  SOLDIER: 

Aw,  you’d  fall  on  your  face  too,  if  you  were  as  hungry  as  I 
am* 

46.  SOLDIER  TWO: 

As  hungry  as  you  are*  I haven’t  had  anything  to  cat  for  a 
day  and  a half. ..not  a thing  "but  a cup  of  cold  coffee...  say 
there  you  caught  in  a "bramble  or  something?  Get  up  off  the 
ground  hoy. 

47.  SOLDIER: 

It’s  a vine  of  some  kind... hut  wait* 

48.  SOLDIER  TWO: 

What  do  you  mean  "wait" 2 Don  you  know  there’s  a war  on? 

49.  SOLDIER: 

Look  here  Zeke.  I think  I’ve  found  something.  Look  at  this. 
It’s  some  nuts,  growing  on  this  vine. 

50.  SOLDIER  TWO: 

Huts  growing  on  a vine.  You  act  like  you've  never  heard  of 
peanuts  hef ore..  1 (DOUBLE  TAME)  Peanuts  1 Bid  y0u  say  you 
found  peanuts? 

51.  SOLDIER: 

Sure,  look,  they're  growing  all  around  here.  You  mean  you 
can  cat  ’em? 

52.  SOLDIER  TWO: 

Eat  ’em]  Move  out  of  my  way  soldier!  We’re  staying  for 

dinner  right  here  in  this  little  peanut  patch.  And  I wouldn't 
care  if  a cannon  hall  foil  right  smash  down. ..(FADE  IHTO  MUSIC) 

* 1 
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MUSIC: 

CROSSFAEE. ..BRIDGE. . . 

54.  BARRATOR: 

Yes,  the  hungry  soldiers  on  Both  sides. . . turned  to  peanuts 
for  sustenance,  when  they  could  find  then.  And  when  the  war 
Between  the  states  was  over,  the  Union  Army  liked  then  well  „ 
enough  to  carry  then  Back  hone.  Tho  Confederate  Army  carried 
their  taste  for  peanuts  even  farther  south.  And  fron  then  on, 
we’ve  Been  eating  more  and  more  and  more. . .peanuts  1 

55.  FHEYI4A.1T : 

Then  it's  Been  only  aBout  seventy-five  years... that  peanuts 
have  Been  widely  known  in  this  country. 

56.  JOHHj 

Well,  yes. ..But  of  course  they  weren't  suddenly  popular 

57.  VEEDOR: 

overnight.  They  first  Became  really  popular  almost  as  a joke. 

•^hey  appeared  in  P.T.  Bar  nun' s Circus.  The  story  goes  that  a 
peanut  vendor  went  up  to  Barnun  himself  and  said.... 

(ITALIAB)  Look  Mr.  Barnun. ..I  got  the  question  to  ask  you 

please. 

5S.  BAREUM: 

Well,  what  is  it.  ..speak  up. 

59.  VEEDOR: 

Mr.  Barnun,  look,  I laka  to  sell  da  pcanutta  in  your  show. 

A • \ 

How  nucha  you  charge? 

60.  BAREUM: 

G-et  out  of  here.  What  nonesense.  Who  xvould  ever  wnat  to 
eat  peanuts  at  a circus? 

6l.  MUSIC: 

BRIEF  BRIDGE  AED  OUT 

62.  JOHE: 

But  somehow  the  vendor  got  his  way,  and  was  soon  selling  . 
peanuts  to  the  circus  crowds.  And  he  certainly  succeeded 
Because  to  this  day  no  circus  is  complete  without  peanuts. 

How  of  course  we  can't  exactly  prove  this  tale. . .But. . .that ' s 
the  way  the  story  goes. 

63.  FREYMAH: 

But  anyhow. . .circuses  helped  peanuts  get  to  Be  as  popular 
as  they  are... 

64.  JOHE: 

Yes... and  something  else  happened,  too.  You  see,  farmers  just 

weren't  growing  many  peanuts  Back  aBout  twenty  years  ago. 

Peanuts  i/e  re  grown  only  in  Horth  Carolina  and  Virginia.  And 
farmers  in  the  rest  of  the  South  were  growing  mostly  cotton. 

65.  NARRATOR: 

And  then,  suddenly. .. the  boll  weevil  attacked  cotton  all 
through  the  South,  "^nd  many  farmers  had  to  find  a crop  to 
' substitute  for  their  destroyed  cotton.  So  many  of  then 

took  to  growing  peanuts. 

66.  JOSH: 

And  that’s  why  we  have  plenty  of  peanuts  for  everybody  in  tho 

U.S.A. 

67.  NARRATOR: 

In  fact... this  year’s  harvest,  19^5>  is  one  of  the  largest 
crops  of  peanuts  in  America’s  history. 

68.  MUSIC: 

BRIDGE 

69.  FREYMAN: 

I’ve  heard  it  said.. .that  a man  with  real  will-power. ..is  the. 
man  who  can  eat  only  one  salted  peanut.  Only  one  and  no  more. 

70.  JOHN: 

Nell,  somehow,  Mrs.  Freynan,  I just  don’t  seem  to  have  a strong 
will  like  that.  . 

71.  FREYMAN: 

I don’t  oi-ther,  Johnny. 

72.  NARRATOR: 

But  actually. .. there ’ s no  reason  to  exercise  such  a will 
power,  you  know.  After  all. . .peanuts  are  one  of  the  finest 
foods  known  to  man. 

73.  FREYMAN: 

Now  wait  a minute.  How  could  that  be?  I mean,  they’re  fun 
to  eat... I always  serve  them  at  parties. . .and  I eat  them  in  the 
peanut  gallery  at  the  show. ..but  I never  thought  of  them  exactly 
as  an~ important  food. 

74.  JOHN: 

Lots  of  people  don’t... but  you  see... 

75.  NARRATOR: 

Peanuts  are  a rich  source  of  vitamins. . .of  body  building 
proteins. . .and  of  certain  minerals.  They’re  particularly 
rich  in  the  valuable  Vitamin  B]_.  For  instance... 

76.  SCIENTIST: 

A few  pennies  worth  of  peanuts. ..an  ounce,  perhaps. .. contains 

l.  • 

many  times  more  Vitamin  Bj_  than  the  same  amount  of  milk... 

and 

potatoes. ...  ham  or  spinach.  • ./ifar  more  Vitamin  G,  or  riboflavin. 
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77*  KA.EEATOR;  * 

In  fact... the  peanut  skin,  that  thin  papery  skin  around  the 
nut  itself,  is  the  richest  source  of  Vitamin  B known  to  nan. 

78.  FKSYMAIT: 

My  goodness,  and  I’ve  "been  simply  throwing  those  little  brown 

79e  HAERATOR: 

skins  away. ..they  taste  sort  of  hitter. 

Well,  they’re  a good  food,  -^nd  as  a natter  of  fact,  scientists 
have  been  experimenting  with  then, .. growing  peanuts  with  white 
skins,  that  aren’t  bitter  at  all,  but  have  the  same  high  food 
value. 

gO.  FEEYMAH: 

So  people  will  eat  then  along  with  the  peanut? 

81.  NARRATOR: 

Well  mainly  because  of  this:  Mainly  because  they  can  be 

ground  up  with  the  peanuts  in  making  peanut  butter  , You  see 
now,  because  of  their  bitter  taste,  and  their  dark  color,  they 
can’t  be  used  this  way.  But  the  white  kind  of  skins,  which 
taste  fine*. .and  have  the  sane  amount  of  Vitamin  B,  will  be 
included  in  peanut  butter. ..and  make  it  all  the  more  nourish- 
ing. 

82.  FESYMAH: 

My  goodness,  the  things  I learn.  Well  now  tell  me  this,  is 
it  true  that  if  I eat  a half  a peanut  I can  think  better  for 
an  hour?  I’ve  heard  that  somewhere. 

83.  JOHN: 

(LAUGH)  Well,  Mrs.  Freynan. .. scientists  have  found  that  one 
half  a.  salted  peanut  provides  you  with  the  extra  calories  needed 

84.  FES  YMA.IT : 

to  do  one  hour  of  intensive  mental  work. 

tha.t 

Oh,  I see.  I suppose  you’re  thinking/for  me  itnwould  take 
more  than  a half  a peanut. . . 

85,  JOHN: 

Well,  it  night  at  that.  And  now,  %s.  Freyman. ..  something 
else  about  peanut  butter. ..did  you  know  that  it’s  made  simply 
and  solely  of  ground  up  pciiut s. . .with  just  a little  salt 
added? 

86,  FEEYMAN: 

Is  that  so,  Johnny? 

87.  JOHN: 

Absolutely.  And  that  peanut  butter  is  the  leading  use  for 
peanut  s? 

gg.  EKSYMA.N: 

Why  I thought  that  salted  peanuts  were  used  no re. 

89.  JOHN: 

They  cone  next., .and  then  peanut  candy.  And  of  course, 

hundreds  of  millions  of  pounds  are  crushed  to  make  oil  for 

and 

vegetable  shortening  / oleomargarine  and  salad  oil. 

90,  NA.R2AT0B.: 

Every  bit  of  the  peanut  is  used  in  some  way.  What’s  left 
over  from  the  pressing  to  make  peanut  oil,  is  used  for  animal 
feed.  Hogs  eat  the  peanut  vines. ..and  peanuts  too*  You’ve 

91,  EBEYMdN: 

heard  of  peanut-fed  hogs. 

Yes. .1  have,  But  I’ll  wager  that  nobody  has  ever  found  a 
use  for  the  plain  old  peanut  hulls* 

92,  JOHN: 

Sure  l In  the  shelling  and  crushing  mills... the  hulls  are  used 
as  a fuel... and  they  make  a very  good  fuel,  too. 

93.  I’HSYM&.N: 

My  what  a busy  little  bean  the  peanut  is.  And  we’re  certainly 
getting  the  whole  story  on  it  today,  aren't  we  Johnny? 

94.  JOHN: 

Yes.  ..and  here’s  one  of  the  most  interesting  pe„rts  of  our 
story. 

95.  . EBEYMAN: 

What ’ s that , J ohnny? 

96.  JOHN: 

Well,  I think  that  you,  as  a housewife,  Mrs.  Ereyman. . .would 
like  to  hear  a few  ways  you  can  use  peanuts  in  preparing 
meal s. 

97.  EBEYMAN: 

Well  if  they’re  such  a good  food.  ..and  have  all  that  Vitamin  B, 

98.  JOHN: 

And  they’re  cheap,  too. . .remember. . . 

99.  _ EBEYMAN: 

Yes  indeed  they  are. . . so. ...  . 

100*  JOHN: 

Well,  first  of  all  you  can  make  your  own  peanut  butter. ..  just 
by  grinding  them  up  and  adding  butter  and  salt. 

101.  EHEYMAN: 

That  ought  to  be  good’ 
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102.  JOHN: 

Then  of  course  there’s  peanut  brittle  and  peanut  popcorn  halls. 

103.  EKEYMAN: 

I’ve  made  those... 

104.  JOHN: 

And  peanut  cookies  and  cakes,  peanuts  in  salads,  neat  dishes, 
vegetable  dishes. ..I’ve  even  heard  of  cream  of  peanut  soup J 

105.  EKEYMAN: 

I guess  I’ll  have  to  start  experimenting,  Johnny. 

106.  JOHN: 

You  should  do  that.  Just  about  anything  you  think  up  to  do 
with  them  ought  to  bo  good. ..and  certainly  good  for  you. 

107.  MUSIC: 

LIGHT  BRIDGE. 

10  g.  NA.EHA.TOIl: 

And  now  to  our  final  chapter. ..on  the  story  of  peanuts. 
Some  of  the  now  uses  of  this  versatile  little  bean  1 

109.  EKEYMAN: 

I’ve  heard  that  they're  experimenting  on  making  cloth  out  of 
. pen nut  s. 

110.  JOHN: 

Yes,  there  is  a peanut  textilo,  And  I understand  that  peanut 
hulls  can  be  used  in  manufacturing  nylon  hose. 

111.  NAREA.TOR: 

Many  of  the  new  uses  for  them...  were  discovered  by  the 
famous  scientist  George  Washington  Carver.  He,  incidentally, 
discovered  that  peanut  oil  was  highly  effective  in  treatment 
for  infantile  paralysis.  And  it  is  used  to  this  day. 

112.  EKEYMAN: 

Then  of  course,  peanuts  are  used  in  oleomargarine  and  cooking 
fats,  and  flour  too... 

113„  JOHN: 

And  salad  oils... and  even  linoleum,  printers  ink,  shampoo 
and  axle  grease. 

114.  NARRATOR: 

And  instant  coffee,  paper,  pickles,  dyes,  shaving  lotions..-, 
we  could  go  one  and  on...  Scientists  have  discovered  over 
three  hundred  uses  for  the  peanut. 

115.  JOHN: 

They  were  an  important  part  of  soldiers  rations  during  the 

\ 

war. ..because  they  arc  so  rich  in  vitamins  and  proteins. 

ll6.  NA.RHA.TOH: 

And  it  is  as  a food  that  they  arc  most  valuable. 

117.  MUSIC: 

UNDER 
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ng. JOHN: 


liq.  MUSIC: 

120.  EREYMAN: 

121.  JOHN: 

122.  SOUND: 

123.  ANNCR: 

124.  SOUND: 

125.  ANNCR: 


And  so  ends  CONSUMER  TIME's  story  of  peanuts. • .and  their 
use  and  importance  to  you. 

BRIDGE 

Be  sure  to  "be  with  us  next  week  when  we  tell  all  about  the 
food  situation  for  the  coming  year. ..what  foods  will  ho  more 
plentiful. . .and  whe.t  will  still  he  in  fairly  short  supply. 
That's  next  Saturday. .. on 
CASH  REGISTER 
CONSUMER  TIME  l 

CASH  REGISTER... CLOSE  DRAWER. 

CONSUMER  TIME,  written  hy  Christine  ^enpton,  is  presented 
by  the  U.  S,  Department  of  Agriculture  through  the  facilities 
of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company  and  its  affiliated 
independent  stations.  It  comes  to  you  from  Washington,  D.  C. 
This  broadcast  period  for  CONSUMER  TIME  has  been  made  available 
as  a public  service* 


This  is  the  National  Broadcasting  Company, 


